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After graduating from Central, I attended the University
of Colorado, graduating with a BA in Elementary
Education in 1960. Shortly after graduation I married
Don Black (a Rogers graduate) and moved to Borger,
Texas, where I began teaching fourth grade. However,
my teaching career was short-lived, as people in those
days frowned upon pregnant teachers. We lived in
Borger for about 18 months, and then – with our new

baby daughter Karen – moved to Idaho Falls, Idaho. I
lived there for about 14 years, had two more sons, Ken &
Mike, and pretty much lived the life of a stay-at-home

mom. About the only work I did outside the home was direct two children’s
choirs at the Presbyterian Church for five years, and teach pre-school for one
year after my marriage ended.

In 1974, I married Dale Brooks, a dear friend I met singing in the church
choir, and my life changed very quickly. We had only been married a couple
of months when he found out his job with the Bonneville Power
Administration was taking him to Portland, Oregon. It was quite an
adjustment for me and my children, but I loved the northwest. We were in
Portland for about 18 months, and then moved across the Columbia River to
Vancouver, Washington, where we spent the next 13 years in a wonderful
home on two acres – with a huge garden, fruit trees, and a large yard which
was great for entertaining. While we were in Vancouver we helped start a
new Presbyterian Church in the area, and I ended up serving as Director of
Music there for 10 years. I also worked part-time as a secretary at a Lutheran
Church while my daughter was in college.

In 1990, after Dale had been retired for several years, we began to realize
that two acres were getting to be a bit much to take care of, and we also felt
the need to be closer to some of our other family members (including my
mom who was still in Tulsa), so we moved to Fort Collins, Colorado. My
husband had grown up in Cheyenne, Wyoming, and would have preferred
that, but there were limits to how much wind I was willing to endure, and he
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